2Q4      THE    MAKING    OF    FEDERAL    INDIA
Federation in its proper sense rests on a social ideal;
it aims at establishing an organic unity among the diverse
elements which compose it. But it cannot evolve itself
into a stable polity in the welter of confusions and conflicts
that may constantly arise from social mal-adjustments,
We should, therefore, recognize the fact that the socio-
economic life of Indian society is not endowed with those
liberal  traditions  which  exist  in  the  countries  where a
democratic form of government functions ;   and admitting
that our conception of a form of government has been
dominated largely by that of the parliamentary system work-
ing in Great Britain and in the self-governing Dominions, we
should lose no time in translating the basic principles of
democracy into the relations between the various classes,
castes and creeds.    In commenting upon the unreality of
Indian political aspirations, it is asserted that the ferment
in our political life is not really an indication of an urge
for a democratic form of government and that it is only
a symptom of revolt against a preponderance of British
control of  Indian affairs.   Those  who  are in sympathy
with Indian aspirations remind us that the political system
of a country has its roots in the society where it is applied
and that the introduction of the ballot-box alone cannot
lead to democracy in a country where, to use an appropriate
phrase of Professor Laski,  " the religion of inequality "
dominates the social outlook.   That outlook must change
if India wants a democratic political state.   The fissiparous
tendency of the Hindu social system, the rigidity of social
customs sanctioned  by mediaeval traditions, the poverty
and ignorance of the bulk  of the population,  and the
diversity of the claims of various minorities—all these cir-
cumstances  make one  doubtful  of  the practicability of
setting up a democratic form of government in India.
And yet democracy offers India the best possible scope
for harmonising the varied alignment of interests, and with
its ethical conception she may yet succeed in accomplishing
the tasks of unifying the diverse elements of her national

